
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

Tolworth Tower, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7DX 
Telephone: 081-330 4411 Direct line: 081-330 
GTN: 3836 Telex: 8812660 Fax: 081-390 4425 



Our ref: FH 891 6 



To those individuals/organisations 
on the attached circulation list j June 1992 



Dear Sir /Madam 

PROPOSAL FOR A COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) ON THE PROTECTION OF 
ANIMALS AT THE TIME OF SLAUGHTER OR KILLING (COM(91)136 
FINAL) 



I attach a copy of the European Commission proposal for a 
Council Regulation on welfare at slaughter and would welcome 
any comments you may care to make. 

The proposal takes account of the provisions in the Council 
of Europe Convention on the Protection of Animals for 
Slaughter and will replace EC Directive 74/577 on the 
stunning of animals before slaughter. It applies to all 
animals slaughtered for food, skin, fur or other products 
and for the purpose of disease control. It includes, inter 
alia, a general requirement that any animal falling within 
its- scope shall be spared avoidable excitement, pain or 
suffering during pre-slaughter handling, stunning or 
slaughter (Articles 1 and 3). It specifies layout and 
constructional requirements for slaughterhouses and it also 
lays down specific requirements concerning the slaughter of 
solipeds, ruminants, pigs, poultry and rabbits both in 
slaughterhouses and elsewhere (Articles 5 and 9) and the 
killing of fur animals (Article 10), and provides a 
mechanism for specific rules to be adopted for the slaughter 
of other species (Article 13). 

The measures relating to slaughterhouses are similar to the 
requirements of our current domestic legislation in the 
Slaughterhouses Act 1974 (as amended), the Slaughter of 
Animals (Humane Conditions) Regulations 1990, The Slaughter 
of Poultry Act 1967 (as amended), the Slaughter of Poultry 
(Humane Conditions) Regulations 1984 (as amended) and the 
Scottish and Northern Irish equivalents. They also extend 
the ^ welfare protection to deer and rabbits in 
slaughterhouses and would set mandatory minimum stunning 
current levels for farmed animals (where appropriate) . 
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The formal proposals differ significantly from the draft 
text (VI 5023/ 88-en-Rev 4) circulated under cover of 
Mr R J Lewis' letter of 30 April 1990, only in that 
regulation of religious slaughter would remain a matter for 
national authorities. 

In order to take your views into account when discussions 
begin in Council working group, I would be grateful if you 
would send your comments to me in Room 1932 at the above 
address by 31 August 1992. If you have already commented in 
writing on the EC proposals and do not wish to add anything 
further, I would be grateful for confirmation that your 
previous comments may be used for this purpose. 

In order to help inform debate on the issues raised by these 
proposals, MAFF intends to make comments received available 
at the end of the consultation period. Respondents will not 
be identified, and if you wish, all or part of your reply 
may be excluded from this arrangement at your request. To 
assist with these arrangements respondents are asked to 
provide two copies of their comments on plain paper under 
cover of a headed letter. The main Departmental Library at 
3 Whitehall Place, London SW1 (Tel: 071-270 8419) will 
supply a copy of the comments document to personal callers 
or telephone enquirers. 



Yours faithfully 
J Howell 

Meat Hygiene Division F 
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Abachem Engineering Ltd 



Abattoir Services (Bristol) 



Accles & Shelvoke Ltd 


Advanced Animal Systems 


Brook & Crowther Ltd 


Cope & Cope Ltd 


DIS Industrial Consultants 


Ernest A Bitterling Ltd 


Gjerstrup (UK) Ltd 


J S Engineering Ltd 


J Shewring Ltd 


Linco (Poultry Machinery) Ltd 


Lockerbie & Wilkinson 
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Noord-Oo s t-Neder 1 and 


Poultry Man Machines Ltd 


Scandia Food Machinery 


Selo-Bollams Ltd 
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Department of the Environment 


Department of Agriculture for 
Northern Ireland 

Health and Safety Executive 


Home Office 


Scottish Office Agriculture 
and Fisheries Department 


Welsh Office Agriculture 
Department 


Local Authority Co-ordinating 
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Association of County Councils 


Association of District 
Councils 


Association of London 
Authorities 



^ o n Unit 



Association of Metropolitan 
Authorities 


London Boroughs Association 


Association of Meat Inspectors 
(GB) Ltd 


British Medical Association 


British Veterinary Association 


Environmental Health Advisory 
Services 


Institution Of Environmental 
Health Officers 


Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons 



Association of United 
Synagogue Ladies Guilds 


Board of Deputies of British 
Jews 


Campaign For The Protection 
of Shechita 


Council of Rabbinical Authority 
of the Independent Orthodox 
Jewish Communities in GB 


Federation of Synagogues 


Finchley Central Synagogues 


Manchester Shechita Board 


National Council of Shechita 
Boards 


Office of the Chief Rabbi 


Rabbinical Authority of the 
Union of Orthodox Hebrew 
Congregations 


Spanish and Portugese Jews 
Congregation 


Union of Orthodox Hebrew 
Congregations of GB and the 
Commonwealth 


United Synagogue 


Anjuman-E-Gujarate Muslim Soc. 


Association of Muslim Scholars 
of Great Britain 


European Islamic Mission 


Imams and Mosques Council U.K. 


Islamic Circle Organisation 


Islamic Cultural Centre 


Islamic Education Trust 
(Leicester) 


Islamic Foundation (Leicester) 


Islamic Medical Association 
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Muslim Concern UK (Leicester) 



North London Central Mosque 



Pandariman Trust 



The Council of Mosques - U.K 
and Eire 



The Surate Muslim Khalifa 
Society 



Union Of Muslim Organisations 
of U.K. and Eire 



United Kingdom Islamic Mission 



International Supreme Council 
of Sikhs 



British Bacon Marketing Group 



British Deer Farmers 
Association 



British Deer Society 



British Meat Manufacturers' 
Association 



British Retail Consortium 



Federation of Deer Management 
Society 



Food and Drink Federation 



Imported Meat Trade 
Association 



Institute of Grocery 
Distributors 



Society for the Reformation 
of Muslims in the U.K 



The Islamic Sharia Council 



The Sussex Muslim Society 



United Kingdom Islamic Mission 
- Oldham 



U.K. Action Committee for 
Islamic Affairs 



British Commercial Rabbit 
Association 



British Deer Producers 
Society Ltd 



British Egg Industry Council 



British Poultry Meat 
Federation 



Central Association of 
Agricultural Valuers 



Federation of Fresh Meat 
Wholesalers 



Hide & Allied Trades 
Improvement Society 



Independent Food Retailers 
Confederation 



J Sainsbury Pic. 
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Joint Consultative Council 
for the Meat Trade in the 
United Kingdom 


Licensed Animal Slaughterers 
and Salvage Association 


Livestock Auctioneers 'Market 
Committee for England & Wales 


Livestock Traders Association 
of Great Britain Ltd 


Marks & Spencer Pic 


Meat And Livestock Commission 


Meat Industry Training 
Organisation 


Meat Industry Training Council 


National Association of 
British Market Authorities 


National Farmers Union 


National Federation of City 
Farms 


National Federation of Fresh 
Meat Traders 


National Federation of Hide 
and Skin Merchants 


National Sheep Association 


New Zealand Meat Producers 
Association 


Road Haulage Association Ltd 


The British Goat Society 


The Institute of Meat 


Traditional Farm Fresh Turkey 
Association 


United Kingdom Fellmongers 
Association 


Womens ' Farming Union 


Worshipful Company of Butchers 


Federated Union of Managerial 
and Professional Officers 


General and Municipal Workers 
Union 


National and Local Government 
Officers Association 


Trades Union Congress 


Transport and General Workers 
Union 


Union of Shop, Distributive, 
and Allied Workers 


Bishop Burton College Of 
Agriculture 


Tottenham College of Technology 


University of Bristol 


University of Cambridge 



University of Liverpool 



Animal Aid 



Animal Health Trust 


British Horse Society 


Chickens Lib 


Compassion in World Farming 


Dartmoor Livestock Protection 
Society 


Earthkind 


Farm Animal Care Trust 


Farm Animal Welfare 
Co-ordinating Executive 


Farm Animal Welfare Council 


Horse Rescue Fund 



Horses and Ponies in Need 


Horses and Ponies Protection 
Association 


Humane Slaughter Association 


Parliamentary Group for 
Animal Welfare 


Quaker Concern for Animal 
Welfare 


Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals 


Stop Factory Farming League 

World Society for the 
Protection of Animals 
(Eastern Region) 


Universities Federation for 
Animal Welfare 





Agricultural and Food Research 
Council - Central Office 


Agricultural And Food Research 
Council 

Institute of Food Research 


Agricultural and Food Research 
Council 


Agricultural and Food Research 
Council 

Institute of Engineering 


Agricultural Training Board 


Butterworths Law of Food 
and Drugs 


Cambac JMA Research Ltd 
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Consumers Association 



Co-operative Union Ltd. 



Farm and Food Society 


Houghton Poultry Research 
Institute 


Law Laboratories 


National Consumer Council 


National Council of Women 
of Great Britain 


National Federation of 
Women's Institutes 


National Federation of 
Consumer Groups 


Parliamentary Committee of the 
Co-Operative Union Ltd 


Relief Meat Inspection Service 


Royal Society for the 
Promotion of Health 


United Kingdom Agricultural 
Supply Trade Association Ltd 




The UK Federation of FACE 


Professor G Alderman 


Mr J Samash 


Dr P A Mullen 


Dr J F Gracey 


British Trout Association 


Shellfish Association of 
Great Britain 


Sea Fish Industry Authority 


Fur Breeders Association of 
the UK 


Political Animal Lobby Ltd 
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COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 



COM ( 91 ) 136 final 
Brussels, 15 November 1991 



Proposal for a 
COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC ) 

on the protection of animals 
at the time of slaughter or killing 



(presented by the Commission) 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 



By its Decision 88/306/EEC of 16 May 1988 the Council approved the European 
Convention for the Protection of Animals for Slaughter^ 1 ) . The Council has 
also adopted Directive 74/577/EEC on stunning of animals before 
slaughter*' 2 ^. The provisions of the European Convention are wider in 
scope than the Community rules. 

Since Community rules were adopted in 1974, considerable research and 
development has led to the introduction of different slaughter methods, 
not ali of which are accepted by all Member States. In addition, the 
application of the Directive concerning, in particular, the killing of 
animais outside slaughterhouses, has given rise to differences between the 
Member States. 

This proposal seeks, therefore, both to permit the eventual signature by 
the Community of the European Convention, and by improving Community 
legislation in the field, contribute to facilitating the completion of the 
internal market in products of animal origin. 

It sets out rules in respect of slaughter and killing of certain species 
of animals in slaughterhouses and elsewhere, based on the rules of the 
Convention and on recent scientific research. Provisions are included for 
Community inspection and for an Advisory Committee procedure. 



(1) OJ No L 137, 2.6.1988, p. 25. 

(2) OJ No L 316, 26.11.1974, p. 10. 
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